The TaNaCH

* Bereishit (In the beginning...) (Genesis)

» Shemot (The names...) (Exodus)

» Vayikra (And He called...) (Leviticus)

« Bamidbar (In the wilderness...) (Numbers)
e Devarim (The words...) (Deuteronomy)

NEVI'IM (THE PROPHETS):

* Yehoshua (Joshua)

» Shoftim (Judges)

*  Shmuel (I & Il Samuel)

*  Melachim (I & Il Kings)

» Yeshaiyahu (Isaiah)

* Yirmiyahu (Jeremiah)

* Yechezkel (Ezekiel)

» The Twelve (treated as one book)

o Hoshea (Hosea) o Nachum
o Yoel (Joel) o Chavakuk (Habbakkuk)
o Amos o Tzefanyah (Zephaniah)
o Ovadyah (Obadiah) o Chaggai
o Yonah (Jonah) o Zecharyah (Zechariah)
o Mikhah (Micah) o Malachi

KETUVIM (THE WRITINGS):

e Tehillim (Psalms)
* Mishlei (Proverbs)

* lyov (Job)
e Shir Ha-Shirim (Song of Songs)
* Ruth

e Eichah (Lamentations)

* Kohelet (Ecclesiastes)

e Esther

e Daniel

» Ezra & Nechemia (Nehemiah) (treated as one book)
e Divrei Ha-Yamim (Chronicles)



A. BIBLICAL

THE FIVE BOOKS OF MOSES (CHUMASH)
BERESHIT (GENESIS)

Pre-history before the Jewish people
Creation of the World 3761 BCE (Genesis and the Big Bang, Schroeder)
Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, Noah and the Flood, Tower of Babel.

The Beginning of the lvrim-Hebrews/Israel - 1812 BCE

Avraham & Sarah
* As compared to Noah - Why Avraham is the first Jew.
* 10 Tests culminating in the "Akeidah” Binding of Isaac
e Sarah - Yitzchak. Hagar - Ishmael (Arabs)

Yitzchak and Rivkah
e Quiet forefather

Yaakov and Eisav Jacob/Esau (Edom... Rome)
* Lavan switches daughters on Yaakov who marries both Rachel and Leah.
Bilhah and Zilpa - maidservants and moms of 4 tribes.
e Jacob acquires birthright and. "steals" blessing from Esau
* 12 sons who become 12 tribes of Israel

Yosef - Dreams, sold as slave, rise to power in Egypt, family joins him in Egypt

SHMOT (EXODUS)
Oppression of Jews by Egyptians
* Yitro & Tziporah - Moshe's father-in-law and wife
e Burning Bush- first meeting with God

* 10 plagues
e Leave Egypt and splitting of sea - 1312 BCE Rameses Il
* Manna

* 10 Commandments at Mt. Sinai
e Mishpatim - Social laws

* Tabernacle

* Golden Calf

VA’ YIKRA (LEVITICUS) - No Historical accounts given.
Offerings/Sacrifices
e Aaron appointed as High Priest
* Laws of Kashrut, Yom Kippur Service, Holidays, Forbidden sexual unions
e Shmittah - Sabbatical and Jubilee Year ("Proclaim liberty throughout the land")
* Laws of Holiness ("Love your neighbor as yourself")



BAMIDBAR (NUMBERS): 40 years in the desert
* Census
» Spies report of Land of Israel leads to 40 years of wandering in the desert
* Conflicts Moshe has with Korach, Bilaam
e Punishment of Moses for hitting rock
* Appointment of Yehoshua/Joshua as successor
e Boundaries of Land of Israel

DEVARIM (DEUTERONOMY)

* Final speech given by Moses whereby he recounts many of the incidents that took
place during their 40 year travels in the desert.

* Reward & Punishment; Blessing & Curse

* Prophecy of Teshuva in the "End of Days"

* Moses blesses the 12 tribes

THE PROPHETS (NEVI’IM) AND THE WRTTINGS (KETUVIM)

JOSHUA 1273-1245 BCE
* 2 spies sent to spy Land of Israel
* Destruction of walls of Jericho
e Conquering of Land of Israel. 7 years to conquer; 7 years to settle.

JUDGES 1245-1030 BCE - "Everyone doing whatever is right in his own eyes"
» Differences between a Judge and a King
* Devora, Shimshon/Samson - Battle with Philistines/Gaza (Why Gaza not
* historically crucial like Judea and Samaria - West Bank)

THE BOOK OF SHMUEL/SAMUEL 1030 -973 BCE - Beginning of Monarchy

Samuel & Saul
* Jews request king, Saul appointed by Samuel
e Saul's fatal error - Refusal to kill Agag king of Amalek
David
e From musician, no-name shepherd and armourbearer for Saul ... to Goliath,
e Saul's jealousy
» David & Jonathan - true friendship.
* David & Batsheva, Absalom (Avshalom)

THE BOOK OF KINGS 973-546 BCE

Solomon 973 -933 BCE Author of Song of Songs, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes.
* Wisdom, Builds First Temple
* |Israel as a cosmopolitan state.
* Queen of Sheba and his (too) many wives

e The best of times to...
Division of Israel 930 BCE



e Jeroboam & Rehoboam (Yeravam & Rechavam)
e Series of Kings in Judah & Israel
e Elijah the prophet coming to a Seder near you.

Isaiah, Jeremiah - The Role of Prophets
* lsaiah, prophet of consolation and redemption 744 BCE
e Ten lost tribes by Assyrians 722 BCE
* Babylonian Exile 586 BCE- Jeremiah

Ezekial, Daniel - Babylonian, Persian Exile
e Kabbalah - Maaseh Merkavah vision.
* Interprets dreams of Nebuchadnezzar
* Handwriting on the wall
* Messianic visions

Ezra & Nechemia
* Cyrus' decree to build Temple; completed 516 BCE

Esther 400 BCE
e Last book of Tanach/Bible chronologically.
e Overt prophecy vs. God's Hidden face.

B. HASMONEAN

CHANUKAH
* Alexander the Great
* Conflict of Ptolemy and Seleucid Empire
e Antiochus Epiphanies IV 175-163 BCE and anti-Jewish decrees
* Matityahu and Yehuda Maccabee lead revolt
* Temple rededicated 164 BCE, miracle of oil

TYPES OF SECTS - not unlike today
e Pharisees, Sadducees, Zealots, Christians.

ROMAN RULE 67 BCE
* Herod 37 - 4 BCE
e Jesus & Paul
* Revolt in 66-70 CE
* Second temple destroyed in 70 CE
* Massada 73 CE
e Bar Kochba Rebellion 132-135 CE

From this point onwards until the creation of the State of Israel, all of Jewish
History can he summed up in two words: Scholarship and Anti-Semitism.



C. TALMUDIC

TANNAIM 8-200 CE
* Hillel and Shammai during reign of Herod; their schools 10-70 CE.
e Mishna - Rabbi Akiva begins compilation of Mishna 110-135, followed by
R. Meir 135-170 and completed by Rabbi Yehuda Hanasi 188 CE.
e Zohar Compiled by Shimon Bar Yochai

AMORAIM 200-590 CE
* 2 Main Centers of Jewish Life: Israel and Babylonia (Bavel)
e 279- Beginnings of writing of Jerusalem Talmud by R. Yochanan
e 350- Completion of Jerusalem Talmud
* 500- Completion of Babylonian Talmud

GAONIM 589-1038
* Gaonim establish authority and begin Responsa work on the Talmud.

» Sa'adia Gaon 882-942 Book of Beliefs and Opinions - First work to codify Jewish

philosophy.
e R. Shrira Gaon 968- 1006 details process of transmission of Talmud from Moses until his
day.
D. EARLY MEDIEVAL
UNDER ISLAM

* Muhammad 571-632
* Jew hatred in Islam - Pact of Omar, dhimmi, yellow badge

SPAIN

e Rambam 1135-1204
Commentary on Mishna
Mishna Torah
Guide to the Perplexed

e Ramban 1250 (approx) - The Disputation

* Spanish Inquisition and Expulsion July 1492
Abarbanel 1437-1508

CHRISTIAN ANTISEMITISM
e Crusades 1096
* Pope Innocent 11l 1215
e Torture of Wafer on "Desecration of the Host"
* Blood Libels
e Talmud Burning 1240 -24 Cartloads by Nicholas Donin
» Expulsions



FRANCE
* Rabbenu Gershom's edicts
e Rashi 1040-1105 Troyes
* Tosaphists

GERMANY
* 1298 - 140 Communities destroyed. 100,000 killed
* Black Death blamed on Jews
* Peter (apostate Jew) denounces Aleynu Prayer

E. LATE MEDIEVAL PERIOD

LUTHER 1434 -1546
* Break from Catholics and initial good toward Jews
* 8 Decrees against Jews

TZFAT 1488-1628
* Joseph Karo 1488-1575 in 1567 Writes Shulchan Aruch
* Solomon Alkabetz composes Lecha Dodi
e The ARI, Isaac Luria foremost modern commentary on Kabbalah with student, Chaim

Vital
CHMIELNITZKI MASSACRES 1648-1655
SHABTAI TZVI 1626-1676 False Messiah

CHASSIDIM AND MITNAGDIM 1700's to 1900's
e Baal Shem Tov and the Vilna Gaon

F. MODERN ERA - Responses to Modernity

MOSES MENDELSSOHN 1729-1786
* Transliterates bible to German to enable Jews to move into secular society.
e Children convert to Christianity

CONVERSION TO CHRISTIANITY
* To assimilate
* Marx, Disraeli, Herzl's plan

REFORM MOVEMENT 1841
e Abraham Geiger



* Changes in Tenants of Judaism
e Samson Raphael Hirsch's Response to Reform | (1808-1888)

AMERICA
1880-1924 2.5 million immigrants arrive
Ellis Island and Lower East Side

1887 Beginning of Conservative Movement
Solomon Schechter
1928 Beginning of Yeshiva University

Joseph Soloveitchik
* Rav Moshe Feinstein
* Mordechai Kaplan - Reconstruction Judaism
e Chabad
* Baal Teshuva Movement: Artscroll

HOLOCAUST
Treaty of Versailles
Rise of Hitler: Beer Hall Putsch; Mein Kampf; Nuremberg Laws
1938 Kristallnacht
1941-1945 Final Solution
April 30, 1945 Hitler commits suicide
1946 Nuremberg Trials "Crimes against Humanity"
1960 Capture and Trial of Adolf Eichmann

ISRAEL
1894 France Dreyfus affair
1860-1904 Herzl
1897 First Zionist Conference Basal, Switzerland
1903 British offer Uganda as Jewish homeland
1917 Balfour Declaration
1922 League of Nations confirm Balfour
1939 White Paper
1947 Partition plan by UN
1948 5" of Iyar (May 14) UN votes for Israel as a nation
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